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HERBERT (‘HERBIE’) CALLOW

Herbie Callow, 81 years of age, is Deddington 
born and bred and educated in our village 
school; a senior citizen who has accepted the 
responsibilitiesoflife,hadfulfilmentinhiswork
andovertheyearscontributedmuchtothe
sporting acti vities of the village.

Herecallsasalad,andlikeotheryouthsofhis
agetakingpartintheworkinglifeofthevillage:
upat6amtocollectandharnesshorsesforwork
such as on Thursdays and Saturdays for Deely 
thecarrierhorses,pay1s.aweekandbreakfast,
thenatnightfillingcoalbagsat2dpernight.At

thattimecoalcametoAynhobybargeasdidthegraniteandstonechipsfor
the roads.

HespentashorttimeworkingattheBanburyIronworkingsandinSouthern
IrelandwithvividmemoriesoftheSinnFinnriots.Helaterworkedfor
OxfordshireCountyCouncilRoadDepartmentandreallythatwashisworking
life.Intheearlydaystheroadsweremadeofslurriesinchipsandthenrolled
bysteamroller,commentingthattheoddbanksatthesideofroadsweredue
tothestintworkerscrapingmudofftheroads.

DuringtheSecondWorldWarhewasamemberoftheAreaRescueTeam;the
District Surveyor, Mr Rule, was in charge and Mr Morris was in charge of the 
HomeGuard.

HerbiewasagangerontheOxfordby-passandrememberstheKidlington
Zooandofthetimewhentwowolvesescaped.Helaterbecamegangforeman
concernedwithbuildingbridges.Onehastorealiseatthatperiodthesmall
andlargestreams,culvertsanddips,wereindividuallybridgedtocarryhorse
andearlymotortrafficandthatmanyofthebridgeshadtolls.Therewasa
tollbridgeatthebottomofOxfordHillandDeddingtonHillneartotheKissing
GatetoSomertonandNorthAston.HisbridgeworktookhimtotheWindrush
atBurford.Duringtheweekhelivedinavan,leavingDeddingtonat5.45am
Mondaymorningtocyclethe22miles,thenbacktoDeddingtononthe
Saturday,leavingat12noon.Wageswere1s.anhour,losingwettimeanda
48½hourweek.Duringthesummerthegrassvergeswerecutwithahand
scythe:themanandhismatehadastretchofsevenmiles,thesameworkers
maintainingtheoutlets,culvertsandgulleysduringthewinter.

WhenaskingwhatDeddingtonwaslikeinhisearlydays,withthat
characteristichandtohismouthitcametumblingout‘there was always 
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somethinggoingon’.HeremembersDeddington’sTownBand,hisfatherwasa
drummerandhewasthemascot.

Whentherewasasexton,thevillagehadacurfewbellwhichrangat8pm.
Thebellwouldalsoinformthevillageofadeathbytoll:2x3tollsonthetenor
followedbyhalfanhourofsingletollingwouldindicateamanhaddied;3x2
tolls on the tenor followed by half an hour of single tolling would indicate a 
womanhaddiedandthetreblebellwouldindicateadeathofaboyorgirl.
Thetenorbellwiththetingtangsmallbellindicatedafire.

Churchill’sStoredominatedtheMarketSquare,thevariousfloorscarrieda
multiplicityofgoodsandthestorewasrenownedforthegableendadvertise-
ment‘cheapesthouseforblankets’andifyoulookcloselyenoughyoucanstill
seetheindicationsoftheoldlettering.TheSmithsfollowedtheChurchills.

Horse drawn vans serviced the surrounding villages and as a boy Herbie 
remembersapennyworthofbrokenbiscuitswasarealtreat.

ReminiscinghementionedthatLenPlumbe’sgaragewasformerlyTibbetts
theblacksmithsandhealsosoldpetrol.Hoare’stowncowshedwaswherethe
BritishLegionnowstandsandbehindthatanotherblacksmiths,Clark’s.

Askedabout‘drunkenDeddington’heremarkedyes,wehada‘few’pubs:in
NewStreettherewasthePloughInn,CrownandTuns,theThreeHorseshoes
andtheVolunteer,intheMarketSquaretheUnicorn,theRedLion,theKings
ArmsandthreedoorsdowntheExhibition.

Marriedin1923andthirdtenantofhispresenthouse,whichwasoneofthe
firstfourcouncilhousesbuiltinthevillage,hehasonedaughter,twosonsand
four grandchildren – two boys and two girls.

Fromgangforemanin1931he
becameDivisionalForemanin1937
andretiredin1966tospendmore
timeathomewith‘Mum’,hisinvalid
wife.Herbiewasakeenathlete,in
hisyouthtakingpartinallevents
especiallyfootball,cricket(‘agood
cricketsquarewasmaintainedand
fencedoffattheCastleGrounds’),
and theAnnualFlowerShow.He
recollects that boxing was also a 
popularpasttimeandheldatthe
Red Triangle Club, Mrs Sanders 
kindlymadeteafortheCluboncea
week.

Henowobtainsgreatsatisfactionworkinginhisgardenanddeeply
appreciatestheMealsonWheelsladies:‘youknowthefoodisalwaysgood
fromMrsSpiersandherschoolcanteenladiesandintheschoolholidayswe
arekindlylookedafterbytheMUladies’.Herbieisgenuine–that’sit.

Bill Marshall

Herbie’s method of transport in his job
as Divisional Foreman


