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HISTORY

OF
DEDDINGTON.

As this publication is less exhaustive than those by
the same author on Woodstocls, Wootton, Ifiley, Sand-
ford St. Martin, and Church Enstone, a correspondent,
several of whose local histories have appeared in our
columns, has contributed the following notices of
persons and matbers that appear to have escaped Mr.
Marshall, and at starting we notice an erroneous date
in page 39 twice repeated. It was in 1822, not 1802,
that Viear Faulkner died and was succeeded by the
Rev. Richard Greaves; the present writer (born in
1610) well recollects the Rev. John Faulkner in the
reading desk facing north with a clerk’s seat below and
a pulpit above, the whole forming a regular threc-decker.

Mr. Greaves svon made a great name by preaching
the opinions called Evangelical, so that Deddington
Church was filled Sunday after Sunday with people
who admired Calvinistic doctrine from all the surround-
ing villages, bub the celebrity of Mr. Greaves was
eclipsed by that of the curate he engaged, the Rev.
John Hughes, who had previonsly been af Foleshill
near Coventry. Though Deddington is 17 miles from
Oxford, undergraduates would occasionally come on
Sunday mornings to hear Greaves or Hughes, The son
and Liographer of the Jatter states that the now newly-
made Cardinal, John Henry Newman, was among those
excursionizing undergrads at least once. Mr, Hughes
had the misfortune to be left a widower with six young
children, the oldest under nine years of age, while he
was Curate of Deddington, where we believe he effected
many useful reforms. Shortly after this crushing
hereavement he became Incumbent of Aberysbwith and
Viear of Llanbadarn Fawr, and eventually Archdeacon
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of Cardigan, and he died in 1860, to the Iast an attached
member and servaut of the National Church. Not so

his superior, the Rev. Richard Greaves, who soon

after ho resigned Deddington forsoole the Church
sherein he had been baptized and ordained, and joined -
those who are said to hold Unitariau doctrine.

During the vieariate of Greaves a person who had
unexpectedly received an accession of fortune by the

. death of a distant relative at Deddington added a new

clock, with mors than one faco, to tho tower of the
church, Usefnl as this adjunct is, it has a hieavy
pendulum swinging ina case depending from the upper
Hloor in the ringing loft, and preventing any one of the
ringers seeing all his coadjutors ; morsover this ringing
chamber is much too clese to the bells to be pleasant
"he peal is a ** maiden” one, that is to say, all the bells
gmerged from the founder’s casting pit in perfect
unison without any artificial tuning. The organ was
placed in the church during the vicariate of the Rev.
Y. (. Disley. The addition to the north side of the
churchyard was conseerabed in October, 1874 ; this was
inueh needed, and makes the position of the church in
the graveyard appear much more centeal.  Besides the
Parish Clreh there are places of worship connected
with the United Methodists’ Free Church at Dedding-
ton proper, and at Clifton, oue for the Congregational-
ista or Independents, and o recently-erected building
for the DPrimitives, Hempton has or had also a
Dissenting Chapol, as well as the unconseerated and
undedicated Anglican one. The Independents have
gecured a bobtor site than the ¢ld one fora new erection.
Deddington has no help fo its rates from milway ot
canal ; including that at Clifton there aro two waber
covn mills aud o dirused paper mill. Axlebrees, malt,
Lricks, and drain tiles are the orly manufuctures. A
large windmill for grinding corn was pulled down about
forty yearsago. The Ayulo and Burford road rouning
cast to west through the parish and town, and the
Adderbury and Oxford road passing from north to
south, have both heen distirnpiked, though the toll-
house on the latter remains, snd is now the property of
Christ Chureh College. Before tho passing of the
Union Clargeahiliby Act injurics were inflicted on
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Deddington and its hamlets by the owners of neighbour-
ing undividedor close parishesgjecting theirpoor and co-
forcing theminto Deddington, o the greatenhancement
of the Deddingtonian poor-rates, the crowding of the
churchyard, the laying cxtra burdens on thoclergy and
offertory funds. Brackley guffered in the samoe woy
from similar injustice, which was justly denounced in
glowing langnage from tho pulpit by Archdeacon
Thicluesse in 1870, alheit he bad a Duke, an Barl, and
ceveral Squires who had fallen {nto the temptation of
saving their own rates ab the cost of the rural towus
among the congregation before him. As far back as
the year ended as Lady Day, 1803, the rates were for
Deddington proper £1040 odd, Clifton £424, Hempton
£264, all at teo shillings in the pound vn the then rate-
able value, Bladon and Seuth Newington were the
only parishes in Yootton Hundred that experienced
anything like such heavy local taxation, the general
ruu being ab the period from three to four shillings in
the pount.

Doddington and Greab Barford were eanclosed under
onc and the same Act of Parliament and the same pair
of Commissioncrs, namely Ttobert Weston, of Ayulo,
and John Davis, of Tloxham, whose award is dated
October 5L, 1803, Tho Acb fecites that'the Dean and
Canons of Windsor held the impropriate Rectory of
Deddington, and that in vight thereof they had threo
yard-lands in the open fiold, and all tithes whatsocver,
small as well as yreat, except of fifteen acres. Power
was given to the Commissioners to alter as well as define
boundaries between the parishes, and to eolarge and
widen water courses,  The Act recognises and defines
gome singular usages as to unpyholders and their
estates, whether they happen to die before or upon Sk,
Mathias’s Day (old style) before 12 o'clock, or after
that hour and day. Oldfield Bowles, the highly gifted
and accomplished Squire of North Aston, was appointed
auditor of the receipta nud expeuditure of the Commis-
sioners, both of whom were extensively employed in

inelosure times. Mr. Davis once had twenty-six in-
closures in hand ab ones, and he was an excellent prac-
tical farmer. Mr. Weston was Steward to William
Ralph Cartwright, Hsq., M. P, for Northamptonehire.
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At this period tho. Aplebree family continued &o
roside in Deddington asthey had done for many genera.-
tions—we find one of them alluded to in a sucering
enbry in the Forth Aston Register of marriages '‘as @
very great man in Deddington.” At some time one
Richard Apletreo croated a rent charge of Ga. Bd. yearly
on two acres of meadow towards the maintenance of
the north aisle of the church, Tn 1818 William Aple-
tree, with four other surviving feoffces, enfeoffed five
other leading inhabitants, so as ta constitute a full
body of trustees of the public charities in the parish,
which were exhaustively reported upon by the Chariby
Enquiry Commissioners of 1822, of whose labonrs one
result was the crectivn of the row of almshouses a
shott distatiae south of the church, for four poor men
and as many poor wemen.

When the Poor Law Unions were formed it was ab
first hoped that Deddington would be a centre, bub as
2 sufficieney of parishes could nob be found without
going into Northamptonshire, and Mr, Cartwright was
strongly opposed to such a step, the idon was abandoned,
and Deddington was tacked on to Wosdstock, to which
place applicants for roliof have to iako o walk ten miles
each way if required to appear before the Guurdiana
assembled in their Board-room, and if this is not cruelly
I cannot define the word,

Deddington and its two hamlets were ab first treated
as three separato poor-law parishes, the former returns
ing two guardians, the two otlier ono each; but as a
trial nt Nisi Prins shortly afterwards revealed that the
parish is all one, four guardiang are now chosen yearly
for the wholoarea. An abtempt to dismember parts
of the Woodstock and Biceater Unions, and =0 to con-
stitute a Deddington Union in 1858, was supported by
the parishes of Deddington and Over Worton, bub
opposed so strongly by all the other places interested,
that the project fell through ; the ratepayers who had
paid for tha erection of one workhouse were unwilling
to pay for another. :

The stata of the footpaths in Deddington is far from
satisfactory. 5

Tor many years the Petty Sessions for the digtriet
were held in a diminutive roont of the Wing's Arms
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Inn, a spoce of most imadequate diriensions. After-
svards these mectings were tfAns7erred to the upper
room of the Town Hall, bt %

. gatisfactory, as it was 1= <csaary to cject tho publie

whenever the magistrates had to deliborate on any
point in private. This inconvenicnce is abviated
‘now, as the magistrates have a retiving room at the
Polico Station, erceted at the expense of the County,
in New Strcet. The Town Hall still serves many-
public purposes, and ita upper room iz used as a read-
ing chamber, well supplied with books andnewspapers.
The lower portion has thrico been converted into polling
hustings at contested County elections in 1837, 1852 and
1862.

Property must have heen in more hands than at
present at the great election of 1764, as we fod*
fifty-one freeholders polled for Wenman and Dashwood,
and twenty-three for Parker and Turner. Among the
former we fnd Samuel Apletree, William Cartwright,
of Aynbo, and John Hinchman, or Henchman, the
Vicar. In 1826, when the mext contest came about,
the polling froeholders were only sixby-nine, in 1831
sixty-four, in 1837, after the extension of the franchise,
tho voting power of the parish reached 204, and in 1862,
85. Twao elections of County Coroners have been held
at Deddington; both uncontested, ’

Deddington has possesscd many and still possesscs
some Friendly Societies, and, in conjunction with
Heyford and Steeple Aston, it has a prosperous Benefit
Building Society. It has a rifle corps with a shooting
range and butts. Its once pleasant gatherings called
flower shows have passed away, Its large town pool
is covered over, though, we presumse, available as a
subterranean tank in case of fire, and there is an
efficient engine in the parich.

An energetic Vicar, in the prime of life, a skilful
medical practitioner, three legal firms, a factory for
patent axlefrees, a large building establishment, and
plenty of good shops ameliorate the condition of this
railroadless town whose ox-roasting and hiring fair in
October is abolished, but whose November fair for hos- -
pitality, loather gaiters, horses, and puwdding pies is well
Jeept up.
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TWhat the once-a-year delicacies called pudding pies
are was [ully explained in * Notes and Queries” a few
years ago by the late Charles Faulkner, Esq., son of
the Viear of that surname. Mr. Marshall hasinformed
hiz readers that the right of presentation to the
vicarage was occasionally demised with thelease of the
estate belonging to the Dean and Canons of Windsor.
Ecton's Liber Valorum, 1783, p. 337, confirms this
statement, as it describes William Hunt, Esq., as so
posaessed of the patronage iu 1751 as Lessee to Windaor
Collsge. Mr., Hunt had also frechold property ab
Deddington, but resided at Basingsloke in Hampshire.
Ecton states the yearly value of the discharged
vicarage to be £48, and the yearly tenths £1 10s. 113d.
In the Liber Beclesiasticus, 1835, the yearly value is
called £133, with a Glebe House it for residence. The
Rev. John Hugh Burgess, now Viear of Blewhury,
formerly of Burford, was once curate-in-charge of
Deddington, 23 was at another time the Rev. George
Venables; of Greab Yarmouth, a frequent contributor
to the newspaper called Church Bells whose articles
alwaya well repay perusal.

To revert to our own Church balls at Deddington,
their weight is ;:—
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Cwia. Qra Iba.
Treble - . . 7 0 8
Second i . P 7 1 95
Third . - G B 38
Fourth . i = . 10 1 27
Fifth ’ 2 - . B 8%

Tenor " . - « 1% W 1B -
They were cast in 1700 by Mears, of Whitechapel,
London. :
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