The Story of Mary Vane Turner

RepublishingThe Story of Deddingtdoy Mary Vane Turner in December 2008 marked both the 10th anmivefdaeddington’s
History Society and the 75th of the original book.

At the onset of this project virtually nothing was known aktbet book’s author Mary Vane Turner, though we knew that she
entered Deddington life during the 1920s and '30s from repottseiBanbury Guardianthe Deddington Deanery Magazirand

the publication of her book in 1933. | asked a number of old Demdliizgs if they remembered Mary, but of course they were
children at that time and had no recollection of where sbtrhave come from. All they could say was, ‘She wealldady who
wore furs and was always seen with a small dog!" Weltagdy as we can see in the photograph used on the back sheenad

the small dog: a pug. We knew that her daughter Muriel hadetiddr Jones as his second wife and the memorial windoti in
church have been researched and studied. The connection td thasVélso known. But we had no idea to whom Mary was
married and when exactly she might have arrived in Dedatingt
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Figure 1 Florence Mary Vane Turner

Throughout her time iDeddingtonl found no mention of her husband Vane Turner in any of tleedeconsulted so | had to start
from scratch.

It was suggested that Mary may have been related td\@nas Turner who was practising in the village until hatldén 1933 but
I researched his family and although she would have knowrnuibeT, she was not related to him.I found Vane Turneffiaudi
name to research on the computer, but eventually aftendjride right combination that the search engines likedtopping the



Vane, | found a marriage. Initially this marriage wasnid on the FreeBMD web site but in order to glean morél deéth out
sending for the certificate, | found traanouncementThe Timedor Friday 28th March 1890:

‘On 27th March 1890 at Christchurch Ealing by the Rev WWyR@A, Vicar of St Andrews Ealing, Hugh Vane Turner MAjrd
surviving son of the late Albert Turner of Sevenoaksldoefice Mary Hodges, only daughter of H W Hodges ofrigali

More recently | have been able to look at the marriaey én the register at Christchurch in Ealing. Florendather Henry
Wickens Hodges is described as a Gentleman. Her mdikanias also a witness along with Hugh's brother Sidih@wrner.

When first seeing this marriage, it was the name Hodugisgave me the clue to a connection with Deddington. Isgoesy
people will know that yet another doctor: George Montaguegel®dvas practising in Deddington and became a partner of Dr
George Horatio Jones. It was an obvious thought that Fiefdacy was a relation to Dr Hodges in much the same veayqusly
thought to Dr Turner. Was Florence Mary the Mary Vane Tunmewere searching for?

Help from the Census Returns

The census is taken every 10 years and from 1841 proved véuy insteacking these families down. It is important toenttat
movements, births and deaths between censuses contioe@llyed, so sometimes vital information can be misgech in itself
can be misleading. For example: Florence Mary's agealvesys recorded in the census returns taken in April whichbefse
her birthday in August .This meant that the age given waeatdsut gave a birth yeaf 1867.The same happened occurred when
she died in June of 1947 at the age of 80 .Her birth yeaactaally 1866.

Prior to 1911, the ‘household schedules’ were destroyed teceldtails had been transferred into the enumerators’ summary
books. But for the 1911 census both sets of records have beewgulesdiich means you can see the census documents filled out
in the head of household’s own hand (complete with mistakes aittbaaldcomments), in addition to the edited version in the
enumerators’ summary. By far the biggest cause of peogkangifrom the 1911 census was civil disobedience, which ahaile

see may be relevant.

Looking at the census | found Florence Mary living with heeper on the 1871 and 1881 returns. So what relation was Bhne to
Hodges? | at looked the Hodges family and in particular éigds’ father George Willianb(1844, London) who | was hoping
would turn out to be a brother to Florence’s father Henriidtiges 16 1840). Theysharedthe same parents and were born in the
same place: this is the moment when the computer deseawrisd. (They did turn out to be brothers; one with a daughteeride
Mary (b 1866, Norwood and the other a son Dr George Montagud&81, London). In other words the two were first cousins.
This relationship explains how Florence Mary might have €iosne to the village and | felt at this stage Florévleey and Mary
Vane Turner wasne and the same person, and the authbhefStory of Deddington

In order to find more about the Deddington Hodges family utfiagparish registers, | drew up a pedigree. It showed Drgéeo
Hodges’ son, Henry Woolmingtadackenzie(b 1920) and baptised in Deddington. | decided to search for him omtéraet,
hoping he might still be alive. However although he died in 1B87widow Jane is still living at the family home in Susse
telephoned her and this was a real turning point as she Magoaconfirm some of the details on Florence Mary. &lse
possessed an original copyTdfe Story of DeddingtoMore importantly though, she was willing to give me riaene of Florence
Mary's great grand-daughter Jo Warren who lives on thedstd Gozo!

Initially when | spoke to Jo on the telephone, she told me ghe paoto of her great grandmother which she would be willing t
let us reproduce for the reprint. At that time Jo tokl that she knew very little about Florence Mary. \&eehspoken a few more
times since and | have learned more and used that infornzetiarspringboard for further study. Without the help of Janeand J
the research would have been a lot harder so we are aejujito them. Jo kindly sent the photograph of Florencey Mih her
dog.

So how did Florence Mary meet Hugh Vane Turner? | discoveredihitaHodges and Turner families were both living in
Sevenoaks, Kent, in the 1881 census. In fact Albert and Fanny Twenerrecorded there as early as 1871. Both families were
living in the same road: London RoaBubs Hill. Henry and Ellen Hodges lived at numbefT@bs Hill and Albert and Fanny
Turner at Mill HouseTubsHill, close by. One imagines that these families knevh edher socially and quite possibly through
business. Albert Turner was a solicitor in the City conngufrom the nearby Sevenoaks railway station and Henry \Wécke
Hodges was a fire insurance manager who may well havedoeemuting to London too.

In 1881 Florence Mary was 14 and her brother Leonard 12. | hadoalst another brother John Wall born in 1870 but he only
appears on the 1871 census. | also recall being told by deMW&lorence Mary's great granddaughter on Gozo) thee there

two other girls in the family, but again they have not shawrin the census returns. | do not know what happened to these thre
siblings, but fear thelgad died.

Living with the family in 1881 was Frances Maddison, a goves;nesd two domestic servants. To date | have not resedaaolye
other education that Florence Mary might have receiveatt flom finding an entry imhe Timedor 14th February 1889 ‘The
Royal Female School of Art: The National Gilchrist Screiigp was awarded to Florence Mary Hodges’. She would heen 21
or 22 years old. This was a technical school 'establishezhable the middle classes to be so thoroughly tta@seto win in

connection with art creditable to themselves and of lteethe community’.



However on 1st June 1889 a tremendous sadness struck the Hodged-farence Mary’s brother Leonard Harry Edmeston died
aged 20 years. He is buried in the churchyard of St MarysyaRe This must have been a great loss to Florerfeedly,
especially if the three missing siblings had also diedcaming just months before Florence’s marriage to Hugh.

Hugh Vane Turner

Hugh Vane Turner was not at home on the night of the 1881 céfeswegas instead a visitor along with his elder brother &fdw
Blake Turner and a lodger, Dr George Turner who weauain all staying with Mr Blunden a grocer in Hoddesdon Herts.HHug
was aged 20 and gave his occupation as ‘Commissioner lof@dbrd) (Coll Keeper) (Messenger)'. From my reséar¢hink
Hugh would have been a student at this time and even thougmviedao clear explanation of these terms; we can conchade t
he may have had some kind of work from his Oxford College.t\®Hanown about Hugh is the fact that he did matriculafe8ir8
as a member of the Non-Collegiate-Delegacy. This enaldedg men to join the University without becoming memiugra
college, which was normally a pre-requisite. Access wasiged for the less well off whose families perhaps couldafiord
college fees, or for those men who were married andsofblewhom colleges were inappropriate. This is strandguigh’s case as
his father Albert was probably well able to afford tadsélugh to a college.

However Hugh did graduate in 1881 as a member of Exeter €a@tedjrecords from the archive at Lincoln’s Inn state thatase
admitted there on*1July 1881. Although he successfully passed a public examinationinh&887 which was announcedThe
Times he was never called to the Bar. His graduation wasueeed inThe Timeon 11th April 1881 'Oxford April 9th, BA Hugh
Vane Turner, Exeter’. The 1881 census was taken on 3rd Aprilwonders if Hugh had been funding himself by working as a
‘Commissioner’.

The Times announced on2®ctober 1889 ‘OXFORD, Oct #4The following degrees were conferred in a congregatiahthi
morning:- MA Hugh V Turner , Exeter...... '

After his marriage to Florence Mary in 1890, Hugh at somst fioecame a schoolmaster which is recorded on the 1891 census.
They were living with Florence’s parents in Ealing, at 9nfigpelier Road in the parish of Christchurch where they wereiedarr
The house is a large and comfortable Victorian one. Ther, iy W Petty, who had married them, was at that tiroose
neighbour.

Hugh and Florence Mary had two children: Leonard James \tah@9(, Islington) and Muriel Vaneb (1894, Westgate-on-Sea,
Kent). Muriel eventually settled in Deddington.

By 1901 Hugh and Florence Mary had moved to 38 Sunnyside Rdady,Ead their daughter Muriel Vane was 6 years old. Hugh
was working as a Secretary to a land company. They hadioomestic servant. Florence’s mother Ellen was living degt at 36
Sunnyside Road; her husband Henry Wickens had died in 1893e @uething of the 1901 census her grand-son Leonard James
Vane Turner was agedadd staying that night with hefhe family was close. During those few years Hugh aaceRte

continued living in Sunnyside Rd Ealing. | have found them on the d&1islus, and Kelly's street directories show they were the
up until 1918. Florence’s father Henry Wickens had died in 1189zhis wife Ellen still lived next door to her daughded son-in-
law until her death in 1918 have discovered more about her mother Ellen Mary’s farHiér grandfather, father and brother were
architects in London all named James Edmeston .Her grangfsaheof a clergyman had set up his practice in 1816 and in 1827,
took on the soon to be famous architect and also the soolefgyman ;George Gilbert Scott as an apprentice'eddenJames was
also interested in the welfare of children during theé and often visited the London Orphan Asylum and v&isoag supporter

of its work. He also wrote many, many hymns notably ‘Lestheavenly father lead us'. It was said he wrote a hynmy eve
Sunday; it was reputed to be up to two thousand in hisife! tDid Mary inherit some writing skill from him?

He served as the church warden at St Barnabas in Honaadattied in 1867.

Interestingly GG Scot designed in 1852 Christchurch in EalingrevMary married Hugh in 1890.James had complained when
Scott was his pupil, that he was wasting his time skagamedieval buildings

The 1911 census reveals that Florence Mary was working. Slesdsibed as a journalist and 44 years old. This, | waiddest,
was fairly unusual because it might not have been the kind efyatman, especially a married woman, did at that timend this
was a staggering piece of information because of the goesti posed. When and where did she acquire the skills to beom
journalist? To date | can only surmise that she obtainedlaiméng, the shorthand and typing, at night school or perbefose she
was married when she won her scholarship at the technidageollhe census filled in by Hugh revealed that they wette bo
‘workers’. | was intrigued as to whom Florence Mary waging for! Hugh’'s work was described as ‘Investigator ittte Rural
Condition’. Hugh, in the 1911 censwgasaged 50. | imagine and hope he supported his wife in her work.

Votes for women

| then set out to find where she might have reported andetvspapers she might have worked for. It occurred to atehtr
writing might have more significance because of being aamoespecially at that time. | telephoned Jo Warren and éfskbe

had known that her great grandmother had been a journalist bécansethis was exciting news! Jo responded by saying 'l think
she was'. Pressing Jo further | asked the inevitable: @otliink she was Suffragette?’ Jo replied, 'Yes, | thirksight have
been’.



As part of the protest against the government’s continuedatetfo grant women the vote, the suffragettes organisgba boycott

of the census but as we can see Florence Mary did not gim ffhousands of women may be missing from the 1911 census and
will be untraceable because they deliberately stayed awaytlfre family home all night .Many heads of households afssed to

list female members on the form.

It seemed then in that atmosphere Florence Mary had had dwiefife and interesting career before she ever set iiwot
Deddington.

Traditional leg-work

Ealing seemed like the place to begin the search for ewadsrihis. In the Ealing Central Library, the local newspapéthe early
1900s are available on microfilm. | began by looking atMiddlesex County Timeder 1911. Would there be mention of her as a
writer, reporter or suffragette?

Amazingly it was not long before her name appeared! In thek wé January 21st there was a headline on page 2 ‘Florence
Nightingale—Suffragist’. This report was the ‘first Saffist “at home” of the New Year. The speaker made the pmivards the

end of her lecture that Florence Nightingale ‘who had eatheduniversal respect and gratitude of the nation, wasoagst
suffragist and a life member of the London Society for Wom8uffrage’. | was pleased to see Florence Mary’s Ireroknt with

the local Women'’s Suffrage Movement. ‘Mrs Vane Turner theve expression to the appreciation felt by all of a leaturieh

had brought home and made real to the audience the persondlite dady with the lamp” and not her ministry among the
soldiers alone, but also her childhood and girlhood spent imigsdik dollies and hurt animals and her long and severe telchnica
training in nursing’. There were a series of simildickes about the meetings , 'at homes’, held in privatedsoasd gardens with
marches, pageants, open air gatherings and letters to tbes exfithe local papers on women'’s suffrage. Mrs Vanaéruvas
President of the Ealing and Acton Women’s Suffrage Soglaty abiding and non-party) officially listed in thé&aling and
Hanwell Year Bookor 1911. These were women who did not believe in violent snemachieve the vote. Florence Mary was a
Suffragist not a Suffragette. She was not a likely candidatvading the census or for civil disobedience.

There are a number of articles which were signed with a@ere which could well be written by her; however there wastare
given by her towards the end of April 1911 reported inMiigdlesex County Timesn Journalism. In it Mrs Vane Turner states
‘Taking the phrases, "Journalism for Women and Womerdéarrnalism”, Mrs Turner emphasised the fact that women aveano
necessary part of the journalistic world and no paper of hagidsig can manage without employing at least one women on its
staff.” She passes on to outline the every day life ifpmrter on a London daily, ‘the lecturer sounded the warnirspwéral
snares which beset the unseasoned interviewer.” She gimemples of some pitfalls but | wonder is she talking from dven
experience from working on a daily newspaper? At the closerolecture she says: ‘Journalism is a good if anstres career;
good because of the many opportunities it affords of sedengrd events, men and manners and whose, after a lifeispetive
journalism, retires to the quieter and less stressfuteexie of book writer, carries with him interesting stooésxperience and
many happy memories’. The lecture went down well appgrématin the vote of thanks: 'to judge from the animatezk$aof the
audience, no formal matter, but a very real expressiogeting.’| wonder if she was talking about hersaffd thought®f retiring?
She would have been about 44 at that time. Settliiziidingtonand writing its history via a competition supported by thelpew
formed Women's Institute, was still a number of yearsyawa

A popular place to hold the Suffrage meetings was Budlé ®hich was originally known as ‘The Grandvoinet-Buol Theophile
Restaurant, 1, Sandringham Parade, Uxbridge Rd and near ttcldinde where Mary and Hugh were married. The café is long
gone as that part of Ealing was bombed in WWII, includintspzirthe church.

It was reported in thédcton Gazetton 18th October 1912 that the ‘Local non-militant suffragistsulal begin their autumn
campaign of work by the annual general meeting of their goftle¢ Ealing, Acton and Bedford Park Branch of the London
Society for Women's Suffrage) which will take place imoBs Café.

The report went on to state that ‘the chair will be takeMby Vane Turner, president of the branch ... Suffragistasked to
make strong muster, not only to ensure the meeting being @sssfut as gatherings held at this café have been in thbuybasso

for the sake of standing shoulder to shoulder in the propagesrdtato be carried on during the forthcoming months’.The AGM
was held on 21st October in Buol's Café and after the buswlesee Mrs Vane Turner was re-elected as President and the
speeches, two resolutions were proposed calling on theNtizaMr Nield a) to vote for Mr Snowden’s amendmenthi® iHome

Rule Bill, to secure the inclusion of women and b) this mgetalls upon the House of Commons to include women in the
forthcoming Franchise and Registration Bill and urgently requds Nield once more to support the cause of women Seffogg
voting for the amendments ...” These resolutions were phetoeeting by Mrs Vane Turner and carried by ‘unanimousectins

I am still working to find Florence Mary working on newspaper journals such as tlimglish Women's Revielut she was very
active with the Suffrage movement judging from a number ofrtepo the Local press. She was certainly still Presidéte
local branch in December 1913. Women'’s Suffrage was heajyosted in the Ealing area and much money was raised locally
Her work as a journalist and her membership of a veryeacdiovement, all seems to show a powerful combination offekkar
belief and practical application.



What of her son Leonard?

The census describes their son Leonard as a solicitocctedrtlerk aged 19. With a promising career ahead, he wadetemy
unaware of the horror looming. Leonard Vane joined The LondoimfReg) (London Scottish) the 1st/14th Battalion and went off
like so many young men to serve his country in the Firstd\&ar. He died on the 21st December 1914 in Givenchy near La
Basse, France. He was buried at Cuinchy aged 23. His méimartaLe Touret and his parents included a memorial emwest
side of the family grave in St Mary’s, Perivale inbed: ‘Lift up your hearts. Leonard Vane Turner, A Coy. 1dt.Bandon
Scottish 1# County of London Regt. Only son of Hugh Vane & Florence Mary@u& Grandson of H W & E M Hodges, gave
his life for his country and for freedom ... aged 23 years & fth®. His medal card states Leonard joined up as a Powaté"
September 1914 .

In her book, Mary mentions the Great War with some feelingmtueoubt, to her personal loss; 'but material anxieties nawer

dim for us what were its glories—the spirit of honour andalny that answered the call of 1914, the dogged duty thaedaon’.
Mary also writes about the men called up from Deddingidre Oxfordshire Hussars; the Yeomanry and the Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire 1/4 Battalion of Light Infantry. The firstat#tment of the Oxfordshire Yeomanry landed in France on 18th
September 1914, 'three days only after the London Scottish wieoagtually the first territorial regiment to disembaMary is
including her personal and special knowledge of her soniseag known to those at the time of her writing perhaps, butonas

now without research. Leonard Vane Turner is also comnagawin the North Chapel of Christchurch (now Christ the Sayvio
Ealing.

Florence Mary was further bereaved by the death of her mBileer Mary Hodges in 1918. Her parents are buried at St'Mary
Church Perivale.

Four Doctors and a lady

However there was a twist in the Hodges story in Deddind®ododges mother Alice Clode Hodges (née Williams) haistar
Emily May Williams. She had come to Deddington as the wfif®r George McNair. They had married in 1890 in Lambeth. Dr
McNair had come to Deddington as a medical assistant t@diard W Turner (father to Dr Thomas W Turner) and was living
with the family at The Poplars in 1881.

By 1891 Dr McNair and his new wife Emily were living in Newre®t, at llbury House. The 1891 census also shows Emily's
mother visiting along with her grand-children, George Mgoe Hodges (the future Doctor) aged 10 and his sister #gjed 7.
The family link to Florence Mary is beginning to emerge.

Things take a further turn for the worse when Dr McNair tiealyears later in 1893. Poor Emily! They had only beenistafor
three years and there were no children. | am only guessingltdnance might have known Dr McNair and his wife through her
cousins, the Hodges.

Emily McNair married Dr George Horatio Jones in Lamhbati897. Dr Jones also bought the practice in Deddington. Together
they entered into the busy life of Deddington’s society. mif Blrs Jones were always part of activities in the sctibel church
and other village events. Emily Jones died in 1923.

On 8th October 1924 Dr Jones married Muriel Vane Turner, onlghtdar of Hugh and Florence Mary. The marriage took place at
St Peters, Eaton Square, London.

That, then, was the family background of Florence Mary Vamaéer and her links to Deddington. When Mrs Vane Turner was
mentioned in Deddington and locally in the newspaper and deaaggzimes, her first name is not generally used and from now
on | will call her Mary. On some occasions her nanteyghenated but Vane was Hugh’s second name. However the couobinati

‘Vane Turner’ did work well and that is how Mary was known in Degldin. Since its now known that Mary had been a journalist

and suffragist, perhaps she was always called Mrs Vameeiror Mary Vane Turner.

However Jane Hodges told me she was affectionately knatlinwhe family as’ Flossie’ and when | decided to widen the
research on the Turner family ,someone else knew her ssidfld imagined there ought to be other Turner descendatiisin
country that could be found .Hugh Vane had five brothers andisteyss Using the computer, | searched for the marriadsof
brother Sidney Hyde Turner who had been a witness at his getaaJary. Sidney married Frances Ellen Rudd in 1893.Thety ha
one daughter Audrey. In 1928 Audrey married Edward R. Luxmoore-Peakedlmow, | felt confident of finding issue! Indeed,

a son was found and living in Wiltshire. In a few minutes eptedbne number was on the screen, | had the phone and my notebook
at the ready. It was very exciting when | telephoned Dr Hugilmxthoore-Peake because he immediately knew about this family
and quickly mentioned llbury House at Deddington and Dr Jonesirried out that Hugh has a collection of Turner family
photographs and he very kindly sent me pictures of ‘Flossie’hiiband Hugh and their son Leonard amongst others .Leonard
appears in his uniform so this must have been taken juseb@fdeparture to France 1914; his fate so poignantly dedided .
wonderful so see the author and her husband when they were yotemgjnoégining what they might have looked like. Now
grateful thanks are due to Hugh for sharing the pictureslemdrag them to be reproduced here.



Figure 3 Mary Vane Turner Hugh ¥ne Turner Leonard James Ther
1891-1914

Mary, Hugh and Muriel probably visited Deddington fairly frexflyeperhaps during the First World War. They may havgesta

at The Blocks (now Featherton House) with the Hodges yahkiér cousin, Dr Hodges, was away in France from 1914-1916—as
was Dr Jones from 1916-1918—on active service, both servihghvd Royal Army Medical Corps. Dr Thomas Turner held the
rank of sergeant in the Volunteers, remaining in thagdlthroughout the war. After the marriage of Muriel tdd@nes in 1924
Mary stayed with them and probably lived with them in llbidouse until she bought ‘Beeches'’ in Earls Lane. Hugh was ill
sometime in the late 1920s and was in hospital until hithdled 933. Sadly there are no memories of Hugh in Deddingtarat

that time Mary and her daughter Muriel were rapidly becorpartjof Deddington’s com. It must have been a great joyl&oy

when her grand-children were born in Deddington. Lesley Muri€926 and George Martin in 1928. Hugh Luxmoore-Peake has
also sent a photograph of his father, himself and (Gebdtgetin Jones taken in the summer of 1838 at Prep sdHedlays 'my

one and only photo of Martin. A snap which must have been takeny mother (using the old family Brownie) Martin on the
right; the occasion was half-term .Martin and | werEtabbington House, near Fareham, Hants. | remember veem#tre sick
room together during a measles epidemic in mmunity ydirsecond year at the school. He went on to Stowe, @nd |
Cheltenham. The school no longer exists and was evacfiegeth Lewes in Sussex and then to Polapit Tamfneacountry

house with masses of grounds on the Devon-Cornwall bordérgdbe war'.

Figure 4 Hugh Luxmoore-Peake and Martin Jones with Hugh’sather.

Pleasenote that Martin’s mother Muriel Jones had died in 1936, \®ars before this photo was taken



In 1925 there was a poignant entry in eddington Deanery Magazin@ift to the Church—A beautiful copy of Guido Reni’s
'Ecce Homo' (1575-1642) has been presented to the church by Mrd\iarez in memory of all who fell in the Great War, and in
particular of her son, Leonard Vane Turner, who fell on Déezr@f' 1914’. The picture was copied by L H E Hodges who had
died in 1889 aged 20. The picture of course was copied by aother Leonard Harry Edmeston Hodges.

Mary first appears on the electoral roll of Deddingtonhi@ &utumn of 1926 as living in llbury House. She mentions hemgeotta
which is presumably Beeches in her book which means she hagotdpisty in 1932. ‘I am privileged to live in a Deddington
cottage built in the same stone as the rocky outcrop—agfaous marlstone quarried nearby, which shines richly goltien t
sunshine’. However | think she stayed in llbury House (eldatolia) with her daughter at various times up to 1936 until Marie
death. After this Mary lived at Beeches until 1943 when sharbedll. She went to live in the Nursing home ‘Madorathe
Oxford Road, Banbury: she was looked after by Nurse Gilletieher death in 1947.

Apart from her village history what other contribution didriyland her family make to Deddington? The societies, fundraising
efforts and church events that she was attached to, haddheities announced in tHgeddington Deanery Magazin¥ery often
these were not included in the local newspapers. | couldn’t figchention of the publication of her book apart from the few
words in the deanery magazine from the vicdihe€ Story of DeddingterCongratulations to Mrs Vane Turner upon the
publication of her story of our Parish. It is excellentlgdarced and most interesting. As only a limited number have fréged it
would be as well for those wanting copies to get thesoas as possible. Only those who have ever tried their lzsdeh work
know how much laborious research is required to colledhfbemation’.

Praise indeed! Mary was the first person to compile an arfull village history of Deddington. The people shevdseme of her
information from had written notes and pamphlets but notak,b&o her research was a big achievement in the durtieg.
Perhaps her earlier work in journalism helped the processseérch and aided her interviewing techniques. The pepplhom
Mary spoke gave a real insight into Deddington’s past and wiuittis information gleaned from people whose memories dvoul
have been lost without her efforts. As we know, Mary and haegliter were members of the Deddington Women’s Institute and
Muriel had been its first President. The Women'’s Institdfiiated to the Oxfordshire Federation of Women’s Ins@tiwas
founded in Deddington in the autumn of 1925. Nationally the Federats keen to promote local history projects and in respons
to this lead, a competition was held for village hig®rand village books. Having discovered Mary's backgroundhiesas no
surprise that she entered this competition with her ‘Stbiyeddington’ in 1933. The entry from Shipton under Wychwood came
first with Headington Quarry, Deddington and Churchill’ all eriely good and only a little behind the first in interest gekeral
quality of exposition and thoroughness’. The judge Dr Robert Maoted in a postscript that he would have to award andeco
prize and that it would go to Headington Quarry.

In the last few words of her book, Mary relates thatWHefounded in Deddington in 1925 with a membership of over 70 ‘still
carries on with vigour ..... its object (‘for Home and Countsykept well uppermost’ She also recalls someone réngavkhen it
was started ,that it was the first social meetingepfac all women ever known in Deddington. This she staté932 ‘still holds
good, and has increased our understanding of one another’

Mary was President in 1933 and 1934. There were reports Batfieury Guardiarwith most of the monthly meetings recorded
with Mrs Vane Turner presiding either in the British icegor llbury House. Several garden parties were heldjrof® Hodges
gardens at The Blocks and the other at the Hermitage ewkles Vane Turner, the President took a splendid leadl ithel
activities’. Her grand-children won prizes in the fancy drass children’s decorated pram competitions. It seemed IN@ra
happy day. This was also the year Mary lost her husband Hugh.

It was recorded too that Mrs Vane Turner laid a wreatheaRemembrance Service in November. Deddington and many reople
the district mourned the death of Dr Thomas Turner éarhp33.

In November 1934 the deanery magazine included a letter by Maeytiathg the forthcoming Missionary Exhibition. This was to
be held in Banbury's Church House (now a restaurant near Sts)aviary was the ‘Editorial secretary’ to the Exhibitiand in
this piece she is inviting all the local church-goers terat and offer their talents, time, services, practicgl beldonations to
further its work abroad. ‘It should be happy work, which may, bkeer occasions of the kind, lead to actual involvemént o
recruits for the mission field’. She signed herself ‘FMieine Turner’. There are numerous occasions when Mary eddierself
with more local good causes, whether it was improvemeriteetchurch, the waifs and strays (Children’s Sociehggr&aining the
school children to tea parties or acting as collectortegaburer to various groups in the village. She gave gifthe church. In
early 1936 she gave as a ‘thank offering’ a new white fhtatal to add to the new improvements at that timeerAfte death of
Muriel, it was recorded in the Deanery magazine, 'Mrs Vane Timae most kindly given all the school children copiehiefew
Testamenin memory of her daughter’.

Dr Jones her son-in-law and father to Lesley and Martad idi 1939.

| understand after the death of their mother, Lesley weny &sveVestonbirt School and George Martin went on from hép pr
school to Stowe. Lesley married Leonard Warren in 1948 agdidhmed at Evenley, Northants. Whilst on a holiday ift&a

the early 1960s, they decided that they would sell up the farmcatodlige on Gozo. Their sons Christopher and Timothy did not
wish to farm and were probably still at school when Leonadilaesley and their daughter Jo settled on the Island. tQbinisr
died in about 1986 and Timothy lives in Australia. Lesley'sh#otGeorge Martin also farmed at Evenley until he wefitvéoin
Portugal in 198, returning to London where he died in 1963. Jo said that hertpatied in 1984 and 1985. They are buried in the
cemetery on the island.



The Deddington Deanery Magaziraffered the following in 1947: ‘Burials—July 3rd Mary Vane fier, (Committal at Oxford).
'By the passing of Mrs Vane Turner, Deddington has lost ottgedfnks with the past. Her history of the parish, now unfately
out of print, enshrined not only the details of the past botteds own loving interest in the town, its church and socialites’.
The Revd Maurice Frost.

Mary's ashes were scattered on the lawn at Headingtona@ygom. She was 80 years old and truly was a remarkathje Jo
Warren described her as a gentle but strong minded person. @hieduathrough very challenging times and despite all her
personal loss, she devoted her life to the benefit of etk she states in her foreword, 'The old bygone folkhkt torch of
progress, which we hold for a little time then pass ont.lelgacy, for the rights of women was clear and thetieeiseal possibility

of uncovering more details in the future; but | conclude tioiw with much admiration and gratitude to Mary for Bory of
Deddington.

Jill Adams
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Figure 5 Family Tree.
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Find my Past (Census Returns 1841-1911)

Free BMD (Births, Marriages & Deaths)

Family Search (Mormons IGI)

The Time®nline archive

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Jones Memorial Window (see www. deddington.org.uk/commuiityét/jonesmemorialwindows).
Parish Registers for Christchurch, Ealing now ChrisSén@our, Ealing

Monumental Inscriptions from St Mary's, Perivale

Kelly's Directories

Newspaper archives for the Ealing area

Ealing and Hanwell Year Bopk911, p 61 (all in Ealing Central Library).

Deddington Deanery Magazin®910-1947 (Adderbury History Society archive)

Banbury Guardiar(microfilm archive in Banbury Library)

Parish Registers for Deddington (in Oxfordshire Archives)

Electoral Rolls for Deddington (in Centre for Oxford Stedi@d Oxfordshire Archives Oxford)
Oxford Crematorium, Headington.
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