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Labelling of exhibits

In my opinicn, labelling needs to be informative, interesting,
brief, wvisually attractive, and consistent, I suggest a standard
format along the fallowing lines,

BRIEF, ACCURATE, DESCRIPTION OF WHAT IS ON SHOW
BRIEF INDICATION OF DONOR OR OTHER SOURCE
BRIEF BACEGRCUND OR QUALIFYING NOTE RELATING TO THE EXHIEBIT

DATE OF LABEL

B

The sttached draft captions show what [ have in mind,

You may recall that I suggested the Craft Group might be willing
to design and produce suitable labels, Alternatively, several
people in the village have & desk—top publishing capability to
produce professional —standard work, while Ken Langstaff has had a
lot of experience of hand— and transfer—lettering, Plenty of
cptions - the important thing is to get people involwved,

Organisation of exhibits

It is ewarly days vet, with items coming in spasmodically and
haphazardly, but even so it may noct be too soon to be thinking
about how to organise the exhibits, COne obvious way is simply to
follow date order, with or without historic highlights: others are
by subject — religion, education, architecture, sport and so on;
by trade, past and present, from making axles to assembxling
Jewellery; by activity — shopping, gardening, relaxing; or in any
other way that gives purpose to the displays and guidance to
visitors,

Foeontinued, |



Weathervane

I like the idea of a weathervane on the Town Hall roof, I don't
know of a local craftsman but enclose some leaflets from Good
irections (please return? in case vou haven't seen them, The
comtrination of 'aged' copper and gold leafing seems particularly
attractive,

Friends

1 suggested to Jo Mace that starting some kind of movement like
Friends of the Town Hall could help to generate interest and pride
in loocking after one of Deddington's public buildings., Mavybe
Friends of the Museum is a better idea — or perhaps the two Could
be combined in some way, You can count me in — and also put me
down as a potentiti@l invigilstor in due course,

Security

e spoke briefly about this, I think you need the best
professional advice on what to do, and three competitive
quatations on what to pay,

General tactics

Although it means drawing up tight specifications and may take
extra time, it really is best to get competitive quoates for any
work carried out for the Museum,

A final thought

Have wou contacted the Local History Librarian, Oxford (Deddington
Librarian has the details), and the Curator of the Banbury Museum?
THe more interest, support and advice we can get from experienced

peaple the better,

Yours sincerely

Norman Stone

encs: draft captions Na 1 and Na 2
leaflets on weathervanes



DRAFT CAFTION NO 1

UNDATED PHOTOGRAPH, MUCH REDUCED, 0OF A BIRD'Z EYE VIEW OF
DEDDINGTON DRAWN BY JOSEFH WILKINS ABOUT 1875, THE WHEREABOUTE OF
THE ORIGINAL ARE UNKNUOWN,

FRESENTED QCTOEER 1231 BY MR EDDIE LINES, A TRUSTEE OF DEDDINGTON
CHARITY ESTATES,

JOSEPH WILKINS (1320-31) WAS A SIGNWRITER, CARTOGRAFHER AND
TOPOGRAFHICAL ARTIST, SELF TAUGHT, WHO LIVED IN THE STILE,
DEDDNINGTON, IN 12850 HE MARRIED ANN EMGLISH, BETWEEN 1251 and 1367
THEY HAD MINE CHILDREN, OF WHOM THE LAST SURVIVOR, JULIA MATILDA
SKUSE (NEE WILKINS), DIED IN 1954, A MONTH SHORT OF HER 3lst
BEIRTHDAY,

WILKIMG'S WoRk INCLUDES VIEWS OF CLIFTON, WATERCOLOURE OF THE
PARISH CHURCH, AND TWO BIRD'S EYE VIEWS OF DEDDINGTON, ONE, FROM
THE SOUTH, IS IN BANBURY MUSEUM, ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE THE OTHER, A
WIEW FROM THE EAST, HAVE FAILED, AND, AS FAR AS I3 ENOWNM, THIS
FHOTOGRAFPH IS ALL THAT REMAINS,

DATE

DRAFT CAPTION NO 2

COVER AMND ERITORIAL EXTRACT FROM THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF
THE DPECDINGTON NEWS, THE VILLAGE MAGAZINE OF DEDDINGTON, CLIFTON
AND HEMPTOM, COVER ARTWORK BY KEN LANGSTAFF,

FRESENTED SEPTEMBER 1291 BY THE EDITORS OF THE DEDDINGTON NEWS,
ANGELA ANMD NORMAM STONE,

THE DEODINGTON NEWS, WHICH IS PUBLISHED TEN TIMES A& YEAR, IS
WRITTEMN, EDITED, ILLUSTRATED, FRODUCED AND DISTRIBUTED BY
VOLUNTEERS, THE MAGRZIME, WHICH IS FREE, IS DELIVERED TO EVERY
ADDREZES IM THE FARISH, EDITORIAL POLICY IS TO FUBLISH ANY
INFORMATION THAT IS RELEVANT TO THE READERS, AND TO ENCOURAGE
DISCUSSTION ON ALL MATTERS OF INTEREST OR CONCERN TO THE COMMUMNITY,
THE OERDINGTON NEWS IS FINAMCED BY THE SALE OF ADVERTISING =ZPACE
AND FROM VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS, IT IS INDEFPENDENT 0OF ANY
FOLITICAL, RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL OR OTHER ORGANISATION,

DATE



