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New Zealand Herald 20 February 1893

 STIRRING CAREER OF AN OLD
COLONIST.

I HAvE to chronicle (writes a correzpondent
ab Awanui North) the death of Mr. Richard
Matthews in his 82nd year, nfter a lingering
illnesa of about 16 months, at his widowed
daughtor's residence, Mrs. Rose, with
whom he had resided for the last 12 or 14

yours on a portion of the estato formerly
owned by him. 1Ilis carecer has been a vory
eventiul one. He left England when quite
a young man—about ) yoars of age—on
bourd Iﬁ M.s, Beagle, commandad by Cap-
tain Fitzroy, R.N., afterwards Governor of
New Zealand, on a Chriztian misaion to the
Terra-del Fuegans, undor the patronage
of Dr. Wilson, Vicar of Walthamstow.
Ho was also accompanied by throe
nativo Fuegans, namely, Yorkminster
aboue 30, Gimmy DButton about 16, and

Fuaega Basket, also anbout 16, whom Captain
Fitzroy bad previouily brouvrht to England
for benovolent purposes, and from whom
young Matthews gained an elementary
vocabulary of worda in the Kuegean
language, thus fitting him in somo degres
to begin his calling in the now sphero of
lifo to which he was cdevoied. He and the
three natives named above, wore duly

file:///C:/Users/Rob/Documents/.Rob's%20Folders/HISTORY %20SECTION%20MA... 14/02/2018



Page 2 of 6

landod at ‘Larra del Fuega about tho end ol
1831, aiter an unevountful voyage, when he
soon commenced operations in his new posi-
tion, by clearing a piece of groand and
planting potatoes, and sowing various sorta
of vegotable ssods brought out with him
for the purpose. Ho soon, however, dis-
covered that there was littlo prospoct of
doing any in this respoct, as the
curiostty of the natives led them to pull up
all the plants soon after making their
appsarance above ground. Thi» scems to
have boen the commencement of his
troubles. In the meantimo, the Beagle
bad weighed her anchor, spread her can-
vas, and resamed her journey. What
a chill and Jonely focling he mustb have
experienced, being thus lelt without a
friend, surrounded by savages of the moat
viclous Lyps in the known world. His
hopes must surely have been dismal and
forlorn under the circumstances, But this
was fnr from being the only cause that he
bad for feeling lonely and deserted. The
novelty of the position was sgoon oblite-
raled from the minds of the natives, when
thoir savage inetinet returnad with full force,
and holding a consultation they decided to
sacrifice the life of the youug missionary,
and this was only averted by the earnese
pleadinee on his behalf of his three ship-
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he got off with his life they carried away
all his stores, and robbed him completoly
of his wardrobe, which proved to the
means of saving hix life aftorwards, for Cap-
tain Fitzroy seeing a lot of the natives
dressed up in Eanropean clothing along the
coast, about 150 miles awny from where he
had placed young Matthews, hastened back
withalls , apprehensive of foul play, and
juzb reached the placein time to save his life,
as they had again decided to kill him, and

no doubt would have executed their designs
on this oceasion but for the timely arrival

of the Beagle. Although Me. Matthews
had no desire to shrink from the self
imposed daty, Captain Fitzroy would not
rmit him to remain any longer, and took
im on board again, where he remained till
the Beagle reached the Bay of Islands, in
December, 1834, having been on board for a
period of about four years, during which
tims ho assisted the oslebrated naturalist,
C. Darwin, in collecting specimens of
nataral history, who honourably acknow-
ledged the able aszistance that Mr. Mat-
thews had rendered him. As an instance of
his intrepidity I may mention that hs
captured, at considerable risk to himself, a
specimen of a serpent belonging to the
most venemous specics,
Atiter landing at the Bay of Islands he
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was again emg!layed in mission work under
the Church Missionary Socisty, and was
stationed at Wanganui, with the Rer. Mr.
Mason whero he built a house costing him
about £200, and which ha thought the
socicty ought to havo borne the cost of
but as their agent had not been first con.
sulted and his anthority procured, they
repudiatad uny liability, leading to some
fviction betweon them, and causing a
soverauce of his connection with the society.
He agrain returned to the North (Kaitaia)
ov cland, where he remained for some years
following  various occupations as offercd.
He built the first weathsrboard house in
this district, sawing the timber, doing
the carpenter-work, and even making the
window sashes himzelf. He also mads the
bricka for the first brick housze built North
of Auckland, if not the first. in the colony.
Possessing as he did a coustitution of iron,
great cnergy, and an aptitude for over-
coming difficulties appearing alnost insur-
mountable to others, qualified him in a
remarkable degree for the duties of a
pioneer colonist.

Muking a second trip o Wellington over-
land an ret,urnin(i orth again by the
rame way in the early daysof ?fsw Zealand’s
history, that is during the 30's, will give
but a faint idex of Lis energy and persover.
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ance, capecially when we bear in mind the
abzpnce of made roads or tracks, tho in-
numerable rivers and cresks to crnss, the
immense forests to traverse, besides many
other ditticulties that we can form no con-
ception of, wonld alone indicate his in-
domitable cournge. [ believe [ am right
in saying that he was the only Europuan
who witnezged a feast made on huwman flesh
in New Zealand, and thiz occurred sowe-
where in the Waikato as he was travelling
North on one of tho journeyz alluded to.
The Rev. Mr. Taylor, I think, gives the
particalara of this sickoning sight in his
writings on New Zenland, Mr. Matthews
saved on this occasion the livez of two
natives, who were just on tho point of bein

killed for a similaec purpose. DBeing a goos
Maori lingnist, he was enabled to provail
with the chief of the Lainga to let him {Mr.
Matthows) have them. A tomahawk for
each was given in return. He brought
thezo two men with him to tho Awanui,
and they have remainod here since, Ono
of thoam died very recontly, and the other
is still living bere.  Although his connce-
tion with the C.E.M. 8. was severed, his in-
terest, in the welfare of the nabtives was
nothing abated. He continued to exercise
a benign influence over them till within a
short time of his death, and, as might be
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As proviously stated, he died in his 82nd
year, nftor a lingoring illness of about six-
tcan months. His doath was simply ihe
result of senile deeay. An ingueat undor
the eircumstances would have been a farce,
and the fact that ho spent over 57 years of
his life in New Zealand, subjected to all the
hardships and anxietica incidental to the
carly history of a colony, would indieate a
strong and vigorous constitution. He
lcaves three married and two widowed
daunghters, and one son to mourn their loss,
His remainz were followed to their last
resting-place ab Kaitaia by moast of the
settlers in the district, and the buiial ser.
vico was conducied in a very solomn and
impressivo manner by tho Rev. Henry
Young, of Ahipara.

file:///C:/Users/Rob/Documents/.Rob's%20Folders/HISTORY %20SECTION%20MA... 14/02/2018



