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Lear Jaclk and Lottie,

HMay I have the temerity of congratulating you, "You Lucky
Peorle” as my friend Tommy “rinder is apt to remark ?

Mother sent mpfa ¥auchone puper some time ago (as she VEry
often does) and I noticed that you srored a bull's eve with a
nice little house at Hornsby ! Hice work ! So, I presume
you will one day be retiring from the secluded 1ife to make a
home in Sydney %

I am hoping to have 4 trip out home myself towards the end
ot thie year, uand if so meybe I shuall have the nleasure of
seein=s you all again ? Sucn 4 trip seems to be the utmost a
¢hap could look forward to, especially after the swvful wirter
®i: Nuve experienced here in dear old Znzland. &Sver since last
Chrisimas we have heen snowed-uo and iced-down witaout 4 break
and z2ithoush it ie now the middle of jurch (when The westher
whioulo de DeTIery We hed u terrific blizzard osuin last night!
T % .ve never exrcerienced such terrible weuther, and hope that

socn we mey see the sun shine wgein.

)

now is life in generul trezting wou these days % You are
Certainly fortunate in residing in o country «witn suen a nice
frienglyr-1ike eclimese. I expect 211 your children hiuve long
einecs zrown up and married ¥ Iy elder dauzhter, cown, married
€oon c«fter the outbreak of war, in 193¢, snd she hins two sons,
one of them bYorn in 1941 and the other in June lsst Teur. The
elier boy is auite =z cmart kiddie, wni the baby remirde me a
1zt of the "Rowsell" type - u very Jdistinetive type indesd, if
I myy ssr so without offunce. 2y younger duu/nter, 3Barhara,
mzrried last surmer zlso, .fter her dleeharse from the irmy in
which she cerved for three or four vears in an snti-ucirercft
tattery on the coast, “her brousht down sever:l of thc enemy
"planes. That ehap ¥right, the bowler with the MA.C., team in
the 1:st Tests was aer Comrinding Officer.

If you sre in ony war interasted in the history «f <+ie 21a
wsell and Churenill familie 47 I sur that T nuve stccecded
' tracin . che Churehille huck to tre year 1602, .nd ove cuite

1ot of fetuil ralating Lo the Rowsells aise . bui not so far
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back in tasir ecuse, I ofter ¢ to Yooastack o1 . feo T8 and
Luei, snmmer mude o ovisit to VYeovil, the home of ~he K0e6el) Se
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I have actually been in the 0ld Churchill home at ‘¥oodstoek,
which is & very fine 0ld nouse inceed, and the late occurier -
kir. John Xurston isner who aied recently - took me un on to the
recof-of the 0ld home to show me where the normes of the Ghnrchdill
people were carved, in the lead work on the roof, some of them as
far back 28 1759, '

All thiS‘family history would make 2 most excellent story BUT
there is et1i11 just one little niece missing to complete it all,
and for thie I am ufraid that I shall have to seel an interview
with the one and only Winston Churchill one of these days{ ‘here
seems to he no other way out of it for me, if I wum to confirm or
deny that Grannie Rowsell (born Sarah Churechill) and her father
are reluted in any wsy to the illustrious fomily of the Dukes of
Marlborough, of Blenheim Paluce, Woodstock. Personully, I think
it quite probuble, but I zm unable to say definitely until I have
tracsd the records of two marriages, =which taok Pluce before the
€elsblichment of Somerset House, London, where ull births, deaths
and marriszes have been regictered since the vVear 16837. Gruwnnie
Rowsell (Churchill) was born in 1837, and her registration is in
volume No. 1 at Somerset douse. Previous to that, it is nec -88ary
to know the exact church where the marriage wus solemnized, and to
turn up the records at thut particular churgh. I hwuve spent quite
a lot of time und money in my search so far, which hus taken me to
many parts of Oxfordshire and into Buekinshsmehire gs well.

. Last summer I traced one 0° our distant relatives to ideadington
in Czfordshire, und this chan was most insistent that he is in some
way related to Winston Churchill, but unfortunately he could not
tell me just how this relationship cume <bout. There are many of
our relatives hnried in the churchvard at a pluce numec 3L.DOM, in
Oxfordshire, where lies the body of Lord Randolpn Churchill, the
father of Winston Churchill - so, there are plerty instances of
coincidence, so 8ay the leact,

If zileen har any documents at all, would it be too much to ask
of you to cuggest that che send them to me-? I have got so far in
thie interesting research work that I should like to complete it.

Jell, I hope this finds you all in the very hest of health and
pleass wceent my kindest regards and best wishes,

Yours «&Ce.
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