
Harry (Horace) Amos - Saddler, Harness Maker, Cycle Agent & Captain of Fire 

Brigade (Brackley).  

Bridge Street, Brackley.  

- Harry joined Brackley Fire Brigade – c1889  

- Competed in many National Fire Brigades Association National Competitions 

with Brackley & Deddington Fire Brigades.  

- Chairman of South Midland District of National Fire Brigades Association 

- On the board for The Workingmens Conservative Association - 1887 

- Accepted onto the Board of Brackley Union - 1891 

- Church Warden & Sideman at St. Peter’s Church, Brackley 

- Freemason & Past Master of Grenville Lodge, Buckingham – From 1896 

- Involved in fundraising for a new fire engine - 1898 

- Became a Member of Brackley Board of Guardians - 1914 

- Founder of Freemasons Waynflete Lodge, Northamptonshire & Huntingdonshire 

- A prize winner of Wyandotte Hens – Shows were held at The Town Hall, 

Brackley, Bicester & Banbury 

- 1921 Newspaper article describes him as a farmer 

- Harry Amos would regularly give saddle equipment as prizes at agricultural 

shows & ploughing matches.  

- I cannot find the exact house number for the Saddlers business, but I think it may 

have been number 1? In the 1939 register, a saddler and harness maker lived at 

number 1 Bridge Street, Brackley with his family.  

Horace Amos was born 1857 in Syresham, Northamptonshire. Horace was known as 

Harry.  

He was a son to William Amos – Saddler & Harness Maker in the High Street, 

Syresham and Emma a Dressmaker.  

Harry married Ann Jane Edwards Kirkby (1853 – 1907) January 1880, in Syresham, 

Northamptonshire and his occupation was Saddler on the marriage certificate.  

Harry & Ann had 5 daughters, Edith, Mabel, Evelyn, Ada & Winifred.  

In the 1911 Census, Edith, Evelyn & Winifred occupation was Saddler  

- I think Harry was most likely an apprentice with his father William in Syresham, 

before starting his business in Brackley. He is still living at home in 1871  

- I do not have an exact date when he started his business in Brackley 

1881 Census – Bridge Street, Saddler & Harness Maker employing 2 Youths 



1891 Census to 1921 Census – Bridge Street, Saddler & Harness Maker 

Kelly’s Dictionary:  

1890 to 1898 – Saddlers & Harness Maker 

1903 to 1914 – Harness maker, Cycle Agent & Captain of Fire Brigade 

Freemasons Register – Year Range 1887 to 1909? Inducted into Freemasons - 1896. 

There are a 4 Brackley shop owners/ workers registered at the Grenville Lodge, 

Buckingham Freemasons at this time.  

1913 – Harry married Maria Louisa Booth, (1864 to 1917) a spinster who was a 

Stationery & Fancy Business Shopkeeper in Brackley.  

1921 Census – Harry is married for the third time.  

Harry Amos died 16th August 1931, Brackley, Northamptonshire 

Sources:  

The British Newspaper Archive 

Births, Marriage & Death Certificates 

Census, Freemason & Kelly Dictionary 

 

 

Left – Harry (Horace) Amos  

Right – Ann Amos nee Kirby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brackley & Deddington Fire 

Brigades 

1927 – National Fire Brigades 

Association Annual 

Competitions.  

Harry Amos first left standing 

 

 

 

 

The Banbury Advertiser, 

Thursday August 20th 1931. 

Obituary of Harry Amos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Harry would have known 

my Grandfather through 

Deddington Fire Brigade.  

 

 

 

Joanna Cox Marshall 


